The Cowherd and the Weaver Girl
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/lon/ /o'geu/ /Bes/ /livd/ /o/ /jay/ /men/ /neimd/ /Niulang/ /hi:/ /woz/ /en/ /'onist/ /end/

Long ago there lived a young man named Niulang. He was an honest and
/'ha:d ws:kin/ /'kavhs:d/

hardwork|ng cowherd.
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/h1z/ /'pesrents/ /daid/ /wen/ /hi:/ /woz/ /jan/ J/end/ /hi:/ /lzvd/ /wid/ /hiz/ /'elds/ /'bradsr/

His parents died when he was young, and he I|ved with his elder brother

end/ /1n/
sister . ' law.
and in

| fscipiiu, MAFaHET— .

/bat/ /h1z/ _. /1In/ /woz/ /an'kaind/ /tu:/ /him/ /[i:/ /gexv/ /him/ /s/ /'skini/ /svld/ /kauv/
o osister’ C law T o ) , o
But his in was unk|nd to him. She gave him a skinny old cow
/end/ /a:skt/ /him/ /tu:/ /li:v/ /8s/ /havs/

and asked him to leave the house.
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/Niulang/ /tuvk/ /&s/ /kav/ /a&nd/ /went/ /tu:./ /lzv/ /in/ /8s/ /'mavntinz/ /hi:/ /bilt/ /s/ /smo:l,
Nlulang took the cow and went to Iive in the mounta|ns He bUI|t a small
/hat/ /end/ /ws:kt/ /ha:d/ /'evri/ /dex/ /&s/ /kav/ /woz/ /hiz/ /'sovnli/ /frend/

hut and worked hard every day. The cow was h|s onIy friend.
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A/ 1/ / / / /kav/ /'sadenli/ /speuvk/ /tu:/ /him/

One day, the oId cow suddenly spoke to h|m
| 5—%, EERBFOUET.

iulang/ /sed/ /8s/ /kau /te'nart/ /&s/ /'seven/ /'do:tsz/ /ov/ /8s/ /kwi:n/ /'mads/ /ov/
N|uIang sald the cow, tonlght the seven daughters of the Queen Mother of
/kam/ /daovn/ /tu:/ /ds/ tel/ /ws:1d/ /tu:/ ~18/ /1in/ /&s/ /'rive/

the West W|II come down to the mortal world to bathe in the river.
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/8s/ /jangist/ /wan/ /1z/ /Zhinv/ /&s/ /'wi:ve/ /g3:1/ /[i:/ /1z/ /'bju:tzfel/ /e&nd/ /kaind/

The youngest one is Zhlnv the Weaver Girl. She s beautlful and kind.
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/1f/ /3u:/ /tetk/ /hz:/ /klewdz/ /wazl/ /fi:/ /1z/ /'berdiyn/ /fi:/ /wil/ /bz'kam/ /jo:/ /waif/

If you take her clothes while she is bathing, she will become your wife."
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/Niulang/ /woz/ /ss'prarzd/ /hi:/ /did/ /not/ /nev/ /&s/ /kav/ /kvd/ /to:k/ /bat/ /hi:/ /'trastid/
Niulang was surprised. He did not know the cow could talk. But he trusted

/h1z/ /evld/ /frend/

his old friend.
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/8xt/ /nart/ /hi:/ /went/ /tu:/ /&s/ /'rive/ /end/ /hid/ /br'haind/ /ds/ /'bufzz/

That night, he went to the river and hid behind the bushes.
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/hi:/ /so:/ /'seven/ /'bju:tifel/ /'fesriz/ /flax/ /davn/ /from/ /&s/ /skat/

He saw seven beautiful fairies

/'kalofel/ /rouvbz/ /end/

/der/ /tuvk/ /of/ /des/
fly down from the sky. They took off their
/®&ampt/  /'Intu:/ /&s/ /'wo:te/ /Bex/ /la:.ft/ /end/ /plezd/
colorful robes and jumped into the water. They laughed and played.
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/Niulang/ /'kwaretli/ /tuk/ /&s/ /pink/ /rsuvb/ /end/ /hid/ /1t/

Niulang quietly took the pink robe and hid it
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/wen/ /8s/

S/ /

/' feoriz/ /'finift/ /'beidin/ /dex/ /puvt/ /on/ /Bes/ /raubz/ /end/ /flu:/ /bxk/ /tu:/

When the fairies finished bathing, they put on their robes and flew back to
/'heven/ /'sunli/ /Zhinv/ /kod/ /not/ /faind/ /h3:/ /revb/ /fi:/ /woz/ /'wariid/ /end/ /skesd/

heaven. Only Zhinv could not find her robe. She was worried and scared.
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/8en/ /Niulang/ /keim/ /avt/ /from/ /&s/ /'buvfiz/ /hi:/ /r1'tz:nd/ /8s/ /reuvb/ /tu:/ /hz:/ /end/
Then Niulang came out from the bushes. He returned the robe to her and

/sed/ w /pli:z/ /deunt/ /bi:/ /o'frexd/ /az/ /am/ /o/ /'kavhz:d/ /hu:

said, Please don't be afraid. |

/si:n/ /ju:/ /end/ /az/ /©

/ /9
seen you and |

/ /ltvz/ /'nisbai/ /ax/ /hav/

am a cowherd who lives nearby. |
ink/ /ju:/ /a:x/ /'veri/ /'bju:tzfel/
think you are very beautiful.”
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/Zhinv/ /lvkt/ /&t/ /him/ /hi:/ /woz/ /'vnist/ /end/ /sin'sts/ /fi:/ /fel/ /in/ /lav/ /wid/ /him/

Zhinv looked at him. He was honest and sincere. She fell in love with him.

/fi:/ /d1'sazdzd/ /tu:/ /stex/ /on/ /3:6/ /end/ /'meri/ /him/ /ssuv/ /8ex/ /b 'kerim/ /'hazbend/ /end/
She decided to stay on earth and marry him. So they became husband and
/wazf/
wife.
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/8ex/ /lzvd/ /o/ /'hxpi/ /lazf/ /Niulang/ /fa:md/ /&s/ /lend/ /end/ /Zhinv/ /weuvv/ /klp6/

They lived a happy life. Niulang farmed the land, and Zhinv wove cloth.
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/fi:/ /woz/ /'veri/ /guvd/ /&t/ /'wi:vin/ /hz:/ /klp6/ /woz/ /seuv/ /'bju:trfel/ /&zt/ /tt/ /fon/

She was very good at weaving. Her cloth was so beautiful that it shone

/lazk/ /&s/ /klavdz/ /in/ /8s/ /skaz/

like the clouds in the sky.
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/8ex/ /had/ /s/ /san/ /a&nd/ /s/ /'do:ts/ /&s/ /'fameli/ /woz/ /ful/ /ov/ /&o1/

They had a son and a daughter. The family was full of joy.
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/bat/ /&s/ /kwi:n/ /'made/ /ov/ /8o/ /west/ /woz/ /'veri/ /'engri/ /wen/ /fi:/ /favnd/ /avt/ /det/

But the Queen Mother of the West was very angry when she found out that

/zhinv/ /hed/ /'meerzd/ /o/ /'mo:tel/

Zhinv had married a mortal.
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/fi:/ /sent/ /'hevenli/ /'ssuvldkez/ /tu:/ /brin/ /zhinv/ /bek/ /tu:/ /'heven/

She sent heavenly soldiers to bring Zhinv back to heaven.
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/Zhinv/ /woz/ /'tetken/ /o'wer/ /bar/ /fo:s/ /Niulang/ /kemm/ /bzk/ /from/ /8s/ /fi:1dz/ /end/ /favnd/

Zhinv was taken away by force. Niulang came back from the fields and found
/h1z/ /'f1ldren/ /'krarinp/

his children crying.
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/hi:/ /lvkt/ /ap/ /et/ /8s/ /skai/ /end/ /so:/ /Zhinv/ /'bi:in/ /'tezken/ /'f3:8sr/ /end/ /' f3:89r/
He looked up at the sky and saw Zhinv being taken further and further

/o' 'wer/

away.
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/br'fo:/ /6s/ /kav/ /daid/ /1t/ /hed/ /sed/ w /wen/ /ju:/

it had said, When you

/hi:/ /r1 ' membad/ /&s/ /ovld/ /kav/

He remembered the old cow. Before the cow died,

/a:x/ /in/ /grezt/ /ni:d/ /ju:z/ /maz/ /skin/ /tu:/ /flaz/

are in great need, use my skin to fly."
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/ssu/ /Niulang/ /put/ /8s/ /kavz/ /skin/ /on/ /hiz/ /' [fevldez/ /put/ /hiz/ /'Yildren/ /in/ /tu:/

So Niulang put the cow's skin on his shoulders, put his children in two

/'ba:skits/ /end/ /flu:/ /ap/ /tu:/ /'heven/ /tu:/ /Yexs/ /hiz/ /wazf/

baskets, and flew up to heaven to chase his wife.
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/®&ast/ /ez/ /hi:/ /woz/ /o'bavt/ /tu:/ /k&Yf/ /ap/ /wid/ /zZhinv/ /&s/ /kwi:n/ /'mads/ /tuvk/ /avt/

Just as he was about to catch up with Zhinv, the Queen Mother took out
/hz:/ /'hespin/ /end/ /dru:/ /o/ /lain/ /in/ /&s/ /skaz/

her hairpin and drew a line in the sky.
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/s/ /waid/ /'rive/ /o'piad/ /bi'twi:n/ /dem/ /1t/ /woz/ /&s/ /'milki/ /wez/

A wide river appeared between them. It was the Milky Way.
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os/ /8s/ /'rive/ /hi:/ /end/ /Zhinv/ /kod/ /'euvnli/ /luvk/ /et/ /i:Y/ /'nds/

/Niulang/ /kod/ /not/ /kros/ /
Niulang could not cross the river. He and Zhinv could only look at each other

/from/ /o'fa:/ /Bdes/ /tesoz/ /fel/ /lark/ /rein/

from afar. Their tears fell like rain.
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/8s/ /'megparz/ /in/ /&s/ /ws3:1d/ /hz:d/ /des/ /'sto:ri/ /dex/ /felt/ /'veri/ /sad/

The magpies in the world heard their story. They felt very sad.
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/'evri/ /jrer/ /on/ /&s/ /'sevene/ /dex/ /ov/ /&s/ /'seven8/ /'lu:ns/ /mand/ /'Gavzendz/ /ov/

Every year on the seventh day of the seventh lunar month, thousands of
/flaz/ /ap/ /tu:/ /'heven/ /end/ /fo:m/ /o/ /brik/ /'ouvve/ /&o/ /'milki/ /wer/

up to heaven and form a bridge over the Milky Way.

/'megparz/ /wod/

magpies would fly
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/on/ /&et/ /dex/ /Niulang/ /@nd/ /Zhinv/ /kod/ /mi:t/ /i:4/ /'ads/ /on/ /ds/ /brik/

On that day, Niulang and Zhinv could meet each other on the bridge.
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/1t/ /1z/ /sed/ /Bet/ /1f/ /ju:/ /stend/ /' ander/ /o/ /'greipvain/ /on/ /8xt/ /nart/ /ju:/ /ken/ /his/

It is said that if you stand under a grapevine on that night, you can hear
/8em/ /'wisperiy/ /tu:/ /i:Yf/ /' nds/

them whispering to each other.
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