The Magic Lotus Lantern

AT
/1lon/ /o'geu/ /Bes/ /woz/ /o/ /'bju:tzfel/ /'godes/ /neimd/ /san/ Shengmu/ /fi:/ /lzvd/ /in/
Long ago there was  a beautn‘ul goddess named San Shengmu She lived in
/8s/ /'hevenli/ /'pelis, At/ /h3 ha:t/ /lond/ /fo:/ /&s/ /' 'hju:men/ /w3:1d/

the heavenly paIace but her heart Ionged for the human world.
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/wan/ /dex/ /fi:/ /keim/ /davn/ /tu:/ /&s/ /3:6/ /fi:/ /met/ /o/ /kaind/ /@&nd/ / hznssm/ /jnan/
One day, she came down to the earth. She met a kind and handsome young
/men/  /nermd/ /Liu/ /Yanchang/ 'dex/ /fel/ /in/ /1a /end/ /got/ /'merid/ /8ex/ /hed/ /o/ /san/
man named Liu Yanchang. They fell in Iove and got married. They had a son
/nermd/ henxiang/ /&ex/ /lzivd/ /o/ /'hapi/ /lazf/ /ts'geds/

named Chenxiang. They lived a happy life together.
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/bnat/ /sen/ Shengmu' /'brads/ /Erlang/ /fen/ /woz/ /'veri/ /'engri/ /wen/ /hi:/ /13:nd/ St/
But San Shengmu s brother, ErIang Shen ‘was very angry when he learned that
/hrz/ /'siste/ /haed/ /'merid/ /s/ /'mo:tel/ /hi:/ ed/ w/ju:/ /a:x/ /s/ /' godes /ju:/ /' kenot/
his sister had married a mortal. He sald, You are a goddess! You cannot
/'meri/ /o/ /' 'hjuimen/ /hi:/ /bro:t/ /'ssuvldez/ /tu:/ /'keptfe/ /sen/ /Shengmu/

marry a human!" He brought soldiers to capture San Shengmu.
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/s@n/ /Shengmu/ /did/ /not/ /wont/ /tu:/ /1li:v/ /h3:/ /'hazbend/ /aend/ /san/ /fi:/ /fo:t/ /o' genst/
San Shengmu did not want to Ieave her husband and son. She fought agalnst
/hz:/ /'brade/ /bat/ /Erlang/ /fen/ /woz/ /tu: /'pavefel/ /hi:/ /'ksptfed/ /hz3:/ /end/ /put/ /hs3
her brother. But Erlang Shen was too powerful. He captured her and put her
/'andsr/ /s/ /grert/ /'mavntin/

under a great mountain.
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/b1t fo:/ /[i:/ /woz/ /'tezk®°n/ /o'we1r/ /s&n/ /Shengmu/ /gerv/ /h3:/ /san/ /Chenxiang/ /o/ / makrk/
Before she was taken away, San Shengmu gave her son ChenX|ang a magic
/'lsutes/ /'lenten/ /fi:/ /teuvld/ /him/ w/81s/ /' lenten/ /wil/ /prs'tekt/ /ju:/ /wen/ /ju:/ /fers/

lotus Iantern She told him, Th|s lantern will protect you. When you face

/grert/ /'deindkes/ /1t/ /wil/ /fou/ /ju:/ /ds/ /wez/

great danger it will show you the way."
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/Chenxiang/ /gru:/ /ap/ /wr'davt/ /hiz/ /'mader/ /hi:/ /mist/ /hz:/ /'evri/ /dex/ /hi:/ /a:skt/
g J L

Chenxiang grew up without his mother. He missed her every day. He asked
/hrz/ /' fa:8s/ w /weer/ /rz/ /mar/ /'mador/ /wazr/ /ka:nt/ /az/ /si:/ /hz:/ /hrz/ /'fa:8s/ /tevld/

his father, Where is my mother? Why can't | see her?" His father told

/him/ /&s/ /sad/ /tru:.6/

him the sad truth.
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/Chenxiang/ /kraid/ /end/ /sed/ w/ax/ /wil/ /serv/ /maz/ /'mader/ /az/ /wil/ /faind/ /o/ /wez/ /tu:/

Chenxiang cried and said, | will save my mother! | will find a way to

/mu:v/ /&s/ /'mavntin/ /hi:/ /tok/ /8o/ /'makrk/ /'levtes/ /'lanten/ /end/ /bi'gen/ /hiz/ /'&3:ni/

move the mountain!" He took the magic lotus lantern and began his journey.
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/on/ /hiz/ /'&3:ni/ /Chenxiang/ /met/ /'meni/ /'Yelindkrz/ /hi:/ /krost/ /'rivez/ /end/ /klartmd/

On his journey, Chenxiang met many challenges. He crossed rivers and climbed
/'mavntinz/ /hi:/ /met/ /s/ /kaind/ /svld/ /men/ /hu:/ /gerv/ /him/ /fu:d/ /end/ /' [elts/ /hi:/

mountains. He met a kind old man who gave him food and shelter. He

/'o:lsev/ /met/ /o/ /wazz/ /'womsn/ /hu:/ /to:t/ /him/ /hav/ /tu:/ /fart/

also met a wise woman who taught him how to fight.
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/®s/ /'lsuvtes/ /'lentsn/ /fon/ /'brarztli/ /wen/ /Chenxiang/ /woz/ /in/ /'deings/ /1t/ /[suvd/
The lotus lantern shone brightly when Chenxiang was in danger. It showed
/him/ /&s/ /ratt/ /pa:©/ /it/ /'o:lsew/ /gerv/ /him/ /'kari®/ /aend/ /strend/

him the right path. It also gave him courage and strength.
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/'a:fte/ /'meni/ /jiez/ /ov/ /ha:d/ /'treinin/ /Chenxiang/ /b1'keim/ /stron/ /end/ /brezv/ /hi:/
After many years of hard training, Chenxiang became strong and brave. He
/went/ /tu:/ /&s/ /grert/ /'mavntin/ /wes/ /hiz/ /'mader/ /woz/ /traept/ /hi:/ /rerzd/ /hrz/ /&ks/

went to the great mountain where his mother was trapped. He raised his axe

/end/ /strak/ /&s/ /'mavntin/ /wid/ /o:1/ /hiz/ /mazt/ /&s/ /'mavntin/ /split/ /'svpen/ /wid/ /o/
p

and struck the mountain with all his might. The mountain split open with a
/lavd/ /ro:/
loud roar.
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/hrz/ /'mader/ /sen/ /Shengmu/ /wo:kt/ /avt/ /ov/ /&s/ /'mavntin/ /[i:/ /so:/ /h3:/ /san/ /nauv/

His mother, San Shengmu, walked out of the mountain. She saw her son, now
/s/ /stron/ /jan/ /men/ /fi:/ /hagd/ /him/ /end/ /sed/ w/maz/ /san/ /ju:/ /hev/ /servd/ /mi:/

a strong young man. She hugged him and said, My son, you have saved me."
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/Erlang/ /fen/ /keim/ /o'gen/ /bat/ /d1s/ /tarm/ /hi:/ /so:/ /&s/ /1lav/ /br'twi:n/ /o/ /' 'madsr/ /aend/

Erlang Shen came again. But this time, he saw the love between a mother and

/h3:/ /san/ /hi:/ /so:/ /hav/ /brerv/ /Chenxiang/ /woz/ /hi:/ /woz/ /mu:vd/ /a&nd/ /sed/ »/az/ /wil/

her son. He saw how brave Chenxiang was. He was moved and said, | will
/let/ /ju:/ /geuv/ /jo:/ /lav/ /hez/ /wan/

let you go. Your love has won."
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/'mador/ /end/ /san/ /ri'tz:nd/ /hesovm/ /Bex/ /livd/ /te'geds/ /'hapeli/ /wid/ /Liu/ /Yanchang/

Mother and son returned home. They lived together happily with Liu Yanchang.

/&s/ /'mekIk/ /'leuvtes/ /'lenten/ /woz/ /kept/ /@z/ /o/ /'simbel/ /ov/ /lav/ /end/ /' 'kari®/

The magic lotus lantern was kept as a symbol of love and courage.
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/8s/ /'sto:xri/ /ov/ /8s/ /'makrk/ /'levtes/ /'lenten/ /hez/ /bi:n/ /tevld/ /fo:/ /'Gavzendz/ /ov/

The story of the Magic Lotus Lantern has been told for thousands of

/jrez/ /1t/ /'ti:Y1z/ /as/ /dxt/ /lav/ /1z/ /'strongs/ /8an/ /'eni/ /'maovntin/ /end/ /éxt/ /'karidg/

years. It teaches us that love is stronger than any mountain, and that courage

/ken/ / ovve'kam/ /'eni/ /'vbstskel/

can overcome any obstacle.
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