Kua Fu Chases the Sun
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/1o /lon/ /o'gsu/ /Bes/ /livd/ /s/ /'&ai°nt/ /neimd/ /Kua/ /'fu:/ /hi:/ /woz/ /ez/ /to:1/ /xz/ /s/
Long Iong ago, there Iived a giant named Kua Fu. He was as tall as a
/'mavntin/ /end/ /ez/ /stron/ /&z/ /o/ /' Gavzend/ /men/ /hi:/ /livd/ /in/ /8s/ /'no:.d°n/
mountain and as strong as a thousand men. He Iived in the northern

wildenss /wea/ /&s/ /san/ /woz/ /kevld/ /end/ /wi:k/

W|Iderness where the sun was cold and weak.
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/Rua/ /'fu:/ /did/ /mot/ /latk/ /&s/ /keuvld / 'weds/ /hi /d1'sazdzd/ /tu:/ /Yezs/ /&s/ /san/ /&nd/

Kua Fu did not like the coId weather. He decided to chase the sun and

/briy/ /1t/ /'klsvze/ /tu:/ /&s/ /no:©/ /hi:/ /'wontid/ /&s/ /san/ /tu:/ /fain/ /'wo:mli/ /on/ /hiz/

bring it closer to the north. He wanted the sun to shine warmly on his
/lend/ /fo'revse/

land forever.
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/wan/ /'mo:niy/ /wen/ /&s/ /san/ /revz/ /from/ /&s/ /i:st/ /Kua/ /'fu:/ /bi'gen/ /hiz/ /grert/
One morning, when the sun rose from the east, Kua Fu began his great
/Yexs/ /hi:/ /ren/ /' fa:ste/ /den/ /8s/ /wind/ Y/ /step/ /hi:/ /tuvk/ /' 'kaved/ /o/ /' handred/
chase. He ran faster than the Wind. Each step he took covered a hundred
/marlz/

miles.
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san/ /mu:vd/ /o'kros/ /&s/ /skaz/ /end/ /Kua/ /'fu:/ /'folsvd/ /zt/ /hi:/ /ren/ /Bru:/

/L\ / S/

The sun moved across the sky and Kua Fu followed it. He ran through

'mavntinz/ /end/ /'veliz/ /o'krps/ /'rivez/ /end/ /'dezets/ /hi:/ /'neve/ /stopt/

mountains and valleys, across rivers and deserts. He never stopped.
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o/ /san/ /woz/ /o'meizd/ /bar/ /hiz/ /spi:d/ /1t/ /sed/ /tu:/ /Rua/ /'fu:/ w/waz/ /du:./ /ju:/ /Yexs/

The sun was amazed by his speed. It said to Kua Fu, Why do you chase
/mi:/ /ju:/ /ken/ /'neve/ /kaff/ /mi:/

me? You can never catch me."
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/Kua/ /'fu:/ /' facvtzd/ /bak/ w/ax/ /wil/ /k&f/ /ju:./ /az/ /wil/ /briy/ /ju:./ /tu./ /8s/ /no:6/ /mat/

Kua Fu shouted back, | will catch you! | will bring you to the north. My

/'pi:pel/ /ni:d/ /jo:/  /woimd/
people need your warmth!"
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/hi:/ /ren/ /end/ /ren/ /fo:/ /dexz/ /@nd/ /nazts/ /hrz/ /fi:t/ /ws:/ /so:/ /hrz/ /'bodi/ /woz/

He ran and ran for days and nights. His feet were sore. His body was

/tared/ /hiz/ /Orevt/ /woz/ /drat/ /bat/ /hi:/ /'neve/ /geriv/ /ap/

tired. His throat was dry. But he never gave up.
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/'farnsli/ /hi:/ /kerm/ /klevz/ /tu:/ /&/ /san/ /hi:/ /kod/ /fi:1/ /zts/ /hi:t/ /on/ /hrz/ /fers/

Finally, he came close to the sun. He could feel its heat on his face.
/hi:/ /ri:ft/ Jaovt/ /hiz/ /hend/ /tu:/ /grab/ /1t/ /bat/ /8s/ /san/ /woz/ /st1l/ /tu:/ /fa:r/

He reached out his hand to grab it. But the sun was still too far.
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/hi:/ /woz/ /ssu/ /'63:sti/ /8&t/ /hi:/ /bent/ /davn/ /end/ /drenk/ /ap/ /&e/ /'wo:tes/ /from/ /do/
He was so thirsty that he bent down and drank up the water from the

/'jelsv/ /'rive/ /end/ /&o/ /wex/ /'rive/ /bat/ /'i:ven/ /&zt/ /woz/ /not/ /1'naf/ /ds/ /'rivez/

Yellow River and the Wei River. But even that was not enough. The rivers
/draxd/ /ap/ /bat/ /hiz/ /63:st/ /rI'mernd/

dried up, but his thirst remained.
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/hi:/ /t3:nd/ /no:6/ /'hevpin/ /tu:/ /faind/ /mo:/ /'wo:ts/ /bat/ /hi:/ /hed/ /ran/ /tu:/ /fa:xr/

He turned north, hoping to find more water. But he had run too far
/end/ /lost/ /tu:/ /maf/  /strep®/ /hi:/ /fel/ /tu:/ /&s/ /gravnd/ /end/ /kod/ /not/ /get/ /ap/

and lost too much strength. He fell to the ground and could not get up.
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/8s/ /san/ /set/ /in/ /&o/ /west/ /Kua/ /'fu:/ /lovkt/ /ap/ /et/ /&s/ /skaz/ /aend/ /saxd/ /hi:/

The sun set in the west. Kua Fu looked up at the sky and sighed. He

/had/ /not/ /ko:t/ /&s/ /san/ /oat/ /hi:/ /haed/ /trazd/ /wid/ /o:1/ /hiz/ /ha:t/

had not caught the sun. But he had tried with all his heart.
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/b1'fo:/ /hi:/ /dazd/ /Kua/ /'fu:/ /6ru:/ /o'wer/ /hiz/ /'wo:kin/ /stik/ /zt/ /fel/ /tu:/ /8s/
Before he died, Kua Fu threw away his walking stick. It fell to the
/gravnd/ /end/ /tz:nd/ /'intu:/ /o/ /'forist/ /ov/ /pi:Yf/ /tri:z/ /&s/ /'pi:Yrz/ /wa:/ /big/ /end/
ground and turned into a forest of peach trees. The peaches were big and
/'®u:si/ /end/ /Bex/ /kuvd/ /kweny/ /'eniwanz/ /63:st/
juicy, and they could quench anyone's thirst.
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/8s/ /pi:f/ /'forist/ /stil/ /grevz/ /des/ /teo'dex/ /'pi:p°l/ /sex/ /1t/ /woz/ /'pla:ntid/ /baz/

The peach forest still grows there today. People say it was planted by

/Kua/ /'fu:z/ /la:st/ /wzf/ /tu:/ /help/ /'fju:fs/ /'travelsz/ /hu:/ /get/ /'63:sti/ /on/ /des/

Kua Fu's last wish, to help future travelers who get thirsty on their
/' '®&3:ni/

journey.
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/&s/ /'sto:ri/ /ov/ /Kua/ /'fu:./ /'exsin/ /ds/ /san/ /hxz/ /bi:n/ /tevld/ /fo:/ /'Gavzendz/ /ov/

The story of Kua Fu chasing the sun has been told for thousands of
/jtez/ /1t/ /ri'maindz/ /as/ /Oxt/ /'i:ven/ /1f/ /wi:/ /fexl/ /wi:/ /fuvd/ /'neve/ /ri'gret/

years. It reminds us that even if we fail, we should never regret
/tu:/ /traz/ /1z/ /' greits/ /&an/ /Os/ /ssok'ses/ /1t'self/

try is greater than the success itself.

/'trarin/ /'samtaimz/ /&s/ / karid/

trying. Sometimes, the courage to
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