Hou Yi Shoots the Suns
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/1on /lon/ /o'gsu/ /Bes/ /wa:/ /ten/ /sanz/ /in/ /8s/ /skai/ /dex/ /wz:/ /Bs/ /sanz/ /ov/ /
Long Iong ago, there were ten suns |n the sky They were the sons of the
/&e1d/ /'empers/ /&s/ /'ru:lsr/ /ov/ /'heven/ i/ /dex/ /wan/ /san/ sd/  /rarz/ /end/ /' trevel/
Jade Emperor the ruIer of heaven. Each day, one sun wouId rlse and travel

‘kros/ /&s/ /skai/ /'brinin/ /latt/ /end/ /wo:mb/ /tu:/ /8s/ /w3:1d/ /'pi:p°l/ /livd/ /'pi:sfeli/
across the sky, bringing light and warmth to the worId People lived peacefully
/'ande/ /&s/ /sanz/

under the suns.
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/oat/ /wan/ /dex/ /&s/ /ten/ /sanz/ /gru:/ /tared/ /ov/ /'terkin/ /tz:nz/ /Bex/ /6o:t/ /1t/  Jwod/
But one day, the ten suns grew tired of taklng turns. They thought |t would
/bi:/ /mo:r/ /fan/ /tu:/ /kam/ /avt/ /te'geds/ /ssuv/ /o:1/ /ten/ /sanz/ /rsvz/ /'intu:/ o/ /ska1/
be more fun to come out together. So all ten suns rose into the sky
/et /®a/ /seim/ /taim/

at the same time.
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/&s/ /hi:t/ /woz/ /an'besrsb?l/ /&s/ /3:9/ /br'kerm/ /tu:/ /hot/ /tu:/ /wo:k/ /on/ /'rivez/ /aend/
The heat was unbearable The earth became too hot to waIk on. Rivers and
/letks/ /drazd/ /ap/ /tri:z/ /end/ /flavez/ /'widsd/ /end/ /daid/ /krops/ /in/ /&s/ /fi:ldz/ /t3:nd/

lakes dried up. Trees and flowers withered and died. Crops in the fields turned

/tu:/ /dast/ /'pi:p°l/ /end/ /'@nimelz/ /'safed/ /' 'tersbli/

to dust. People and animals suffered terribly.
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/&s/ /'pi:p2l/ /kuvd/ /not/ /gre /fu:d/ /des/ /woz/ /nsv/ /'wo:te/ /tu:/ /drink/ /'meni/ /'pi:p°l/
The people could not grow food There was no water  to drlnk Many people
/dazd/ /from/ /8s/ /hi:t/ /end/ /63:st/ /dex/ /begd/ /fo:/ /help/ /bat/ /nev/ /wan/ /kovd/ /se1v/

died from the heat and thirst. They begged for help, but no one could save

/dem/ /from/ /&s/ /'bz:inin/ /sanz/

them from the burning suns.
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/8s/ /&e1d/ /'empers/ /&o/ /'fa:ds/ /ov/ /8s/ /sanz/ /hz:d/ /O&s/ /krazz/ /ov/ /&s/ /'pi:pel/ /hi:/

The Jade Emperor, the father of the suns, heard the cries of the people. He

/nju:/ /hi:/ /haed/ /tu:/ /stop/ /hiz/ /sanz/ /hi:/ /ko:1d/ /fo:/ /B&s/ /best/ /'a:fsr/ /in/ /8s/ /wz:1d/
knew he had to stop his sons. He called for the best archer in the world,
/o/ /brerv/ /men/ /neimd/ /Hou/ /Yi/
a brave man named Hou Yi.
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/0a/ /&e1d/ /'empero/ /gerv/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /o/ /' 'makik/ /beu/ /e&nd/ /ten/ /'@reovz/ /hi:/ /sed/ w/geu/

The Jade Emperor gave Hou Yi a magic bow and ten arrows. He said, Go

/davn/ /tu:/ /&s/ /3:6/ /e&nd/ /wo:n/ /mar/ /sanz/ /1f/ /8ex/ /du:/ /mot/ /'lisen/ /ju:./ /mex/ /fu:t/

down to the earth and warn my sons. If they do not listen, you may shoot

/&em/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /tok/ /8s/ /beuv/ /a&nd/ /di'sendid/ /from/ /'heven/ /tu:/ /&/ /3:6/

them." Hou Yi took the bow and descended from heaven to the earth.
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/wen/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /e'razvd/ /hi:/ /so:/ /&s/ /'saferin/ /ov/ /&s/ /'pi:p2l/ /&s/ /3:6/ /woz/

When Hou Yi arrived, he saw the suffering of the people. The earth was

/

/sko:t/ /®s/ /'pi:p°l/ /wz:/ /'krarin/ /hi:/ /klaimd/ /tu:/ /&s/ /top/ /ov/ /8s/ /'hazist/

scorched. The people were crying. He climbed to the top of the highest

/'mavntin/ /end/ /' favtzd/ /tu:/ /8s/ /sanz/ w/gou/ /bek/ /tu:/ /jo:/ /'plezszz/ /ju:/ /mast/ /tezk/

mountain and shouted to the suns, Go back to your places! You must take
/t3:nz/ /ez/ /b1i'fo:/
turns as before!”
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/ont/ /8s/ /ten/ /sanz/ /la:ft/ /et/ /him/ w/hua:/ /du:/ /ju:/ /6ipk/ /ju:/ /a:/ /dex/ /sed/ w/wi:/

But the ten suns laughed at him. Who do you think you are?" they said. We

/a:/ /®&/ /sanz/ /ov/ /8s/ /&e1d/ /'empers/ /newv/ /wan/ /kan/ /tel/ /as/ /wot/ /tu:/ /du:/

are the sons of the Jade Emperor. No one can tell us what to do."
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/Hou/ /Yi/ /gerv/ /dem/ /wan/ /mo:r/ /'wo:nin/ w/dts/ /1z/ /jo:/ /la:st/ /Ya:ns/ /hi:/ /sed/

Hou Yi gave them one more warning. This is your last chance” he said.

/gou/ /bxk/ /nav/ /o.r/ /az/ /wil/ /fu:t/

Go back now, or | will shoot."
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/®2/ /sanz/ /1ig'no:d/ /him/ /&ex/ /'svnli/ /fon/ /'brartsr/ /end/ /'hots/ /'mezkin/ /8s/ /3:6/

The suns ignored him. They only shone brighter and hotter, making the earth

/'i:ven/ /mo:r/ /an'besrsbel/

even more unbearable.
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/Hou/ /Yi/ /nju:/ /hi:/ /hed/ /tu:/ /&kt/ /hi:/ /tuvk/ /avt/ /hiz/ /' 'mekrk/ /bes/ /end/ /eimd/ /at/
Hou Yi knew he had to act. He took out his magic bow and aimed at

/&s/ /fz:st/ /san/ /hi:/ /puvld/ /&s/ /strin/ /wid/ /o:1/ /hiz/ /strend/ /and/ /let/ /&s/ /' &xrsu/
b s C

the first sun. He pulled the string with all his strength and let the arrow

/flaz/ /1t/ / ot/ /strert/ /'intu:/ /&s/ /ha:t/ /ov/ /8s/ /san/ /ds/ /san/ /1ks'plevdzd/ /wid/ /s/

fly. It shot straight into the heart of the sun. The sun exploded with a

/lavd/ /bu:m/ /end/ /fel/ /from/ /&s/ /skaxr/ /&z/ /o/ /bo:1l/ /ov/ /fars/
loud boom and fell from the sky as a ball of fire.
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/o/ /greit/ /Yis/ /rovz/ /frowm/ /&s/ /'pi:p°l/ /bi'lsu/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /dzd/ /not/ /stop/ /hi:/ /fot/ /&s/
A great cheer rose from the people below. Hou Yi did not stop. He shot the

/'sek®nd/ /san/ /&en/ /&s/ /63:d/ /den/ /&s/ /fo:8/ /wan/ /baz/ /wan/ /nain/ /sanz/ /fel/ /from/

second sun. Then the third. Then the fourth. One by one, nine suns fell from
/8s/ /ska1x/ /&s/ /3:6/ /bi'gen/ /tu:/ /ku:l/ /'pi:p°l/ /bi'gen/ /tu:/ /heuvp/ /o' gen/

the sky. The earth began to cool. People began to hope again.
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/&nst/ /ez/ /Hou i/ /woz o 'bavt/ /tu:/ /fu:t 8o ~enB/ /anc la:st/ /san/ /en/ /sulc men
/ / /®z/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /woz/ /e'bavt/ /tu:/ /fu:t/ /&s/ /tend/ 1/ / /san/ / d/ /men/

Just as Hou Yi was about to shoot the tenth and last sun, an old man
/ren/ /ap/ /tu:/ /him/ /end/ /graebd/ /hiz/ /a:m/ w /stop/ /&s/ /euvld/ /meen/ /krazd/ w/zf/ /ju:/

ran up to him and grabbed his arm. Stop!" the old man cried. If you
/fu:t/ /d1s/ /la:st/ /san/ /B&s/ /ws3:1d/ /wil/ /bi:/ /'kaved/ /in/ /'da:knss/ /fo'reve/ /wi:/ /ni:d/

shoot this last sun, the world will be covered in darkness forever. We need

/wan/ /san/ /fo:/ /lazt/ /end/ /wo:m8/

one sun for light and warmth."
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/Hou/ /Yi/ /'lsved/ /hiz/ /bew/ /hi:/ /'rislazzd/ /&s/ /ovld/ /men/ /woz/ /ratt/ /8s/ /ws:1d/

Hou Yi lowered his bow. He realized the old man was right. The world
/'ni:dxd/ /wan/ /san/ /tu:/ /se'varv/ /sev/ /hi:/ /servd/ /&s/ /la:st/ /san/ /from/ /&xt/ /dex/ /on/

needed one sun to survive. So he saved the last sun. From that day on,

/8s/ /wan/ /san/ /'ratziz/ /'evri/ /'mo:nin/ /@&nd/ /sets/ /'evri/ /'i:vnin/ /&st/ /ez/ /1t/ /daz/

the one sun rises every morning and sets every evening, just as it does
/ta'dex/

today.
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/&s/ /'pi:p2l/ /YTod/ /fo:/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /®&ex/ /ko:1d/ /him/ /o/ /' 'hisrewu/ /hi:/ /had/ /servd/ /&em/

The people cheered for Hou Yi. They called him a hero. He had saved them

/from/ /&s/ /'tersbe®l/ /hi:t/ /end/ /bro:t/ /lazf/ /bak/ /tu:/ /&s/ /3:8/

from the terrible heat and brought life back to the earth.
| ATAERARIE, FrRfthsote. ihNEE RN T EE, WK TN



/bat/ /Hou/ /Yi's/ /&kt/ /'engsd/ /&s/ /sanz/ /' fa:ds/ /ds/ /&e1d/ /'empers/ /woz/ /sad/ /d&t/ /hiz/

But Hou Yi's act angered the suns' father. The Jade Emperor was sad that his

/nain/ /sanz/ /ws:/ /gon/ /hi:/ /'panift/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /baz/ /'benifin/ /him/ /from/ /'heven/ /Hou/

nine sons were gone. He punished Hou Yi by banishing him from heaven. Hou

/Yi/ /kod/ /'neve/ /ri't3:n/ /tu:/ /'heven/ /o'gen/

Yi could never return to heaven again.
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/Hou/ /Yi/ /ok'septzd/ /hiz/ /fext/ /hi:/ /stezd/ /on/ /3:0/ /#nd/ /livd/ /o'man/ /&s/ /'pi:p2l/

Hou Yi accepted his fate. He stayed on earth and lived among the people

/hi:/ /hed/ /sexvd/ /hi:/ /to:t/ /&s/ /'pi:p°l/ /hav/ /tu:/ /hant/ /end/ /pre'tekt/ /&em'selvz/

he had saved. He taught the people how to hunt and protect themselves.

/hi:/ /b1'keim/ /o/ /grert/ / hisrsuv/ /in/ /Bes/ /ha:ts/

He became a great hero in their hearts.
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/&s/ /'sto:ri/ /ov/ /Hou/ /Yi/ /' fu:tzyn/ /B8s/ /nain/ /sanz/ /hez/ /bi:n/ /pa:st/ /davn/ /fo:/

The story of Hou Yi shooting the nine suns has been passed down for

/'Bavzendz/ /ov/ /jrsz/ /1t/ /rI'maindz/ /'pi:p°l/ /det/ /'karig/ /end/ /strepnd/ /ken/ / euvve kam/

thousands of years. It reminds people that courage and strength can overcome

/'i:ven/ /&s/ /'grertist/ /'felin®grz/ /end/ /Bet/ /' samtarmz/ /'i:ven/ /&s/ /'brervist/ /'&kf°nz/

even the greatest challenges and that sometimes, even the bravest actions

/kan/  /wid/ /o/ /prais/

come with a price.
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